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Amendment and Response 
Applicant: Spann 
Serial No.: 09/757,255 
Filed: January 9, 2001 

In the Claims 

Please cancel nonelected claims 1-23, as well as claim 27, without prejudice. Applicant 
has no intention of abandoning the subject matter of these claims and reserves the right to pursue 
claims of the same, lesser, or greater scope in the future. 

Please amend claims 24, 26, 28, and 39-42 as set forth in the attached listing of all 
pending claims, submitted in a revised format in accordance with the Notice published in the 
Official Gazette on February 25, 2003. 

REMARKS 

The undersigned attorney thanks Examiner Novosad for her time and courtesy extended 
^ t ^*^k during a telephonic interview with him and Applicant on March 26, 2003. Applicant respectfully 
submits that the agreed-upon amendments introduced herein overcome all bases of objection and 
rejection, and place this application in condition for allowance. No new matter is being entered 
thereby. 

CONCLUSION 

On the basis of the foregoing amendments, Applicant submits the claims 24-26 and 28-42 
are in condition for allowance and respectfully requests that the application now proceed to issue. 

Applicant believes that no extension of time or other fee is required for this paper to be 
entered and considered. Please consider this a conditional petition for the proper extension, if 
one is required, and a conditional authorization to charge any related extension or other fees 
necessary for entry of this paper to Deposit Account No. 20-053 1 . 

Respectfully submitted, 




Date: March 31, 2003 

Christoph& W. Stamos 
Testa, Hurwitz, & Thibeault, LLP Attorney for Applicant 

125 High Street Reg. No. 35,370 

Boston, MA 02110 
Tel. No. (617) 248-7026 
Fax No. (617)248-7100 
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Amendment and Response 
Applicant: Sparai 
Serial No.: 09/757,255 
Filed: January 9,2001 



MARKED-UP VERSION OF THE TITLE 



V Dual Rail T ool Holder 
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Amendment and Response 
Applicant: Spam 
Serial No.: 09/757,255 
Filed: January 9, 2001 



MARKED-UP VERSION OF THE ABSTRACT 



A dual raU tool holder[, which] may be used to store and organize garden and lawn tools 
with long handles in an inverted position, as well as to store and organize accessories^ is 
provided]. The tool holder consists of a first rail and a second rail, that are vertically and 
horizontally offset from each other forming an opening therebetween[ for receiving an elongate 
^ member in a generally vertical orientation]- Ends of tool handles are inserted in the opening 

between the rails and are stored in a generally vertical orientation. 
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Amendment and Response 
Applicant: Spann 
Serial No.: 09/757,255 
Filed: January^ 2001 



COMPLETE LISTING OF ALL PENDING CLAIMS 
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Amendment andResponse 
Applicant: Spann 
Serial No.: 09/757,255 
Filed: January 9, 2001 

(Currently Amend^cffl A tool holding device comprising a first rail and a second rail 
vertically and horizontally offset from each other thereby forming an opening 
therebetween for receiving a lower end of an elongate membe r therein so that the 
elongate member is disposed in a generally vertical orientationjherein, said tool holding 
^device lacking means for supporting [a]th^lower end of the elongate member when 
V^UH . received between the rafils. 



25. (Previously Added) A dfevice according to claim 24 wherein the rails comprise generally 
parallel crossbars fuitheAcharacterized by generally opposed edges for contacting the 
elongate member when inserted therebetween. 

26. (Currently Amended) A detvice according to claim 25 further characterized by at least one 
depression formed in at leay one of the crossbars along the opposed edges in the 

P crossbars. 

O 27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Currently Amended) A devick according to claim [27]26wherein [the]two depressions 
are formed in [both of] the crossbars along the opposed edge s thereof and are generally 
aligned, thereby restricting movfement of the elongate member when disposed therein. 

29. (Previously Added) A device acdprding to claim 28 further comprising two end plates 
attached to side edges of the crossbars, whereby the end plates and the crossbars form a 
stable structure. 

30. (Previously Added) A device according to claim 29 wherein outward extents of the end 
plates define a footprint and wherefla a vertical projection through a center of gravity of 
an elongate member inserted betweftn the crossbars lies within the footprint, 

3 1 . (Previously Added) A device according to claim 24 further comprising at least one 
elongate member inserted between the rails, the elongate member including a support for 
supporting an item thereon. 

32. (Previously Added) A device according to claim 3 1 further comprising a shelf disposed 
on the support. 
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Amendment and Response • 
Applicant: Spann 
Serial No.: 09/757,255 
Filed: January 9, 2001 

33. (Previously Added) A device according to claim 24 wherein the first rail and the second 
rail comprise a first hoop and a second hoop generally concentric therewith, further 
wherein the first hoop and the second hoop comprise generally opposed edges for 
contacting the elongate member when inserted therebetween. 

34. (Previously Addetd) A device according to claim 33 further characterized by at least one 
depression formecL ak^nffthe opposed edges in the hoops. 

35. (Previously AdAedjVA device according to claim 34 further characterized by a second 
depression formdd albnetfie opposed edges in the hoops. 

36. (Previously Added) A device according to claim 35 wherein the depressions are formed 
in both of the oppfcsedWg^s and are generally aligned, thereby restricting movement of 
the elongate member when disposed therein. 

37. (Previously Added) A device according to claim 36 further comprising at least one leg 
attached to the hoops, thereby forming a stable structure. 

38. (Previously Added) A device according to claim 37 wherein an outward extent of the at 
least one leg defines a footprint, wherein a vertical projection through a center of gravity 
of an elongate member inserted between the hoops lies within the footprint. 

(Currently Amended) A method for storing elongate members comprising the steps of: 
providing a first mil and a second rail; 

positioning said ra\ls_v ertically and horizontally offset from each other [thereby]to 
formpng] an opening therebetween [for receiving an elongate member in a generally 
vertical orientation vWthout providing means for supporting a lower end of the elongate 
member when received between the rails]; and 

inserting [the] a lower Aid of an elongate membe r in the opening between [the]said rails 
so that the elongate member is disposed in a generally vertical orientation therein without 
providing means for supporting the lower end of the elongate member when received 
between said rails. 
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Amendment and Response 
Applicant: Spann 
Serial No.: 09/757,255 
Filed: January 9, 2001 



40. 




(Currently Amended) A rnkktJd according to claim 39 wherein said first rail comprises a 
first edge and said secoiad rial compri ses a second edge, said first edge and said second 
edee are generally opppLd J£nd said first edge and said second edge fthe rails comprise 
generally opposed edges tyr) \onjact[ing] the elongate member when inserted 
therebetween. 

(Currently Amended) A method according to claim 40 further [characterized by] 
comprising forming at lekst one depression [formed] jn at least one of said rails along 
[the] said opposed edges tyn each of the rails]. 

(Currently Amended) A method according to claim [41] 40 further comprising fwherein 
the] 

forming at least one depressiWs] along said first edge of said first rail; and 
forming at least one depressioYt along said second ed ge of said second rail, wherein said 
depressions formed along said first edge and said second edge fformed along the opposed 
edges in each of the rails] are generally aligned, thereby restricting movement of the 
elongate member when [disposel( therein] the lower end thereof is disposed between said 
rails. 
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